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Worship: 9:00 AM
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Communion: Please pick up your communion wafer and cup as you enter the sanctuary.

Offering: Please place your gifts in the offering box as you enter or leave worship.



Contact Information
Pastor: Mark McDaniel
Phone: 812-583-3508 
Email: pastormark98@gmail.com

321 W. 8th Street … Jasper, Indiana 47546
(Corner of Clay & 8th Street)
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 386 Jasper, 47547

Office Phone: 812-482-4090
Office Email: trinityofficejasper@gmail.com
Office Hours: Monday, Wednesday & Thursday 
9:00am – 1:00pm & 2:00pm – 3:00pm

Website:  htps://www.trinityjasperucc.org
YouTube: Trinity UCC Jasper IN 
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Monthly Calendar

SU 1	8:45 am	Gather & Sing Choir
	9:00 am 	Worship & Communion 

W 4	Church office closed
	7:00 pm	AA Meeting 
F 6	9:30 am	Mommy & Me Playgroup
	7:00 pm	AA Meeting
S 7	8:00 am	Trinity UCC Cookie Walk
SU 8	9:00 am	Worship 

M 9	7:00 pm	Church Council Meeting
W 11	7:00 pm	AA Meeting 
F 13	7:00 pm	AA Meeting
SU 15	9:00 am	Worship
	10:15 am	Men’s Fellowship
         
M 16	Newsletter Info Due to office.
T 17	4:00 pm 	Sunset Extension
W 	7:00 pm	AA Meeting
TH 19	December Newsletter Sent
F 20	9:30 am	Mommy & Me Playgroup
	7:00 pm	AA Meeting
SU 22	9:00 am	Worship 

T 24	Christmas Eve – Office Closed
	9:00 pm	Worship
W 25	Christmas Day – Office Closed 
TH 26 Office Closed 
F 27	7:00 pm	AA Meeting
SU 29	9:00 am	Worship

T 31	New Year’s Eve – Office Closed

Pastor’s Corner

While serving at a previous church, I challenged the congregation to begin reflecting upon their relationship with God. I asked them to consider such questions as: 

· “When did you come to faith in Christ?” 
· “When have you felt God’s presence with you in a profound and meaningful way?” 
· “When have you struggled with your faith, and what pulled you through?”

I then asked them to consider sharing their faith journey with others. For those reluctant to speak in front of others, I invited them to write out their story and share it with me or allow me to share it with the congregation. I also invited people to share their story with me privately, if that made them more comfortable. I offer the same opportunities to you.

Following, you will find two testimonies (written by a married couple) that were shared during worship. They gave me permission to share these stories as I thought appropriate. I hope they will inspire you to reflect upon your own faith story:

**********

God the Creator

What I did not know, when I was a child, was that I was a work in progress by my Creator.  Who was this Creator? As a child, I had no idea. 

Church was something that my mother would take me and my two nearest siblings to every Sunday. It was a small EUB country church about 2 miles from our farm home. School was not a place I came to love until my senior year. But in my sophomore year, that little EUB church offered a catechism class for a group of us young adults. I was baptized at the age of 17, because I was not baptized as an infant, as I understand from my mother. 

It did not make me an angel, however. I never could understand what the Bible was getting at. The New Testament was better than the rest of the Bible. But I wanted to be a Christian, because I did not know anything but what was around me.  Catholic girl friends were off limits. I didn’t really understand why.
My senior year, I found that Architectural Drafting was going to become my profession. I entered technical school for the next two years. It was the first time I had been away from home, and a first encounter with other faiths and races. While in school, I was working as a civil drafter for an engineering firm. There I met different people with different backgrounds and faiths as well.

About two months after graduation from technical school, I joined the Navy Seabees, since I could either choose that or be drafted into the Army.  That’s when my world really took a turn. I came to realize that I was one of many in this melting pot of the world we live in. What was God doing creating so many different people that had a hard time understanding and working with each other?

Fortunately, I was good at liking people for what they were, no matter where they came from. I grew up fast in Vietnam, working along with the Vietnamese Navy. But war of any kind, I came to believe, was not of God’s making. Seeing people die is not a joy for most soldiers and sailors and it did not move me any closer to God.

I came home a different person and found that none of us military service men were really welcomed home.  So, I went back to my previous job as an architectural drafter, only to be laid off the next day. But I was fortunate to be able to help with the family farm until I landed a job. When I did get a job, I worked with various firms doing different types of drafting. But me and God were still not any closer. 

But changes come slow, I truly believe.  I married the one I love the most. I was now starting to build a life with God, with my wife. My final job lasted for 30 years, and I worked with all kinds of people. That pointed to the fact that God loves all people of different cultures, colors and faiths. But it was June 2, 2009, after coming back from a near-death experience, that I realized my sins had been taken from me, and I found peace with Jesus and God at last. 

I truly learned that each of us are free to be ourselves and to love each other, and death is not the end of our growing with God. Everything keeps changing. I’m glad to have the chance now, to look around and see the whole picture of his expanding creation, because God is the Creator.

**********


Incarnate

What I worship, if I were to put this into words, is a “sense of” rather than an individual.

When I was little, I worshiped a man, because I was allowed to, and because he was a beautiful mystery that covered all projections, all premonitions and hopes. It gave a reason between-the-lines, space to review and reform my understanding as knowledge and experience increased. 
(Two small sets of intent ﬁngers tying and retying ribbons into bows.) ‘Til whatever meaning I was able to process became too constraining. I was doubling my knowledge on purpose, (living outside experience though) pushing into an ethereal matrix that disclosed only vastness of worlds, even the existence of which I would never be able to comprehend....

The thrill of life became a tiny inert singularity in the black hole of my mind, a darkness that ate any sparks, and depleted the immune system of my soul. I stacked words around behavior in neat groups of why’s and vindications. Needs deferred to control; life will be like this: (a massive blueprint in the rain.) Here, I began to untangle threads in the dark, separating everyone else’s
from mine - almost content with that if it hadn’t been for a slash of fate, all my work falling away from my hands, my mother’s life, too, and I had to think what holds us together.

There were stars then or I saw them for the ﬁrst time. Moonlight touched my skin; I rotated my arm in wonder. It was white and smooth and extended away from me.... Soft shadows lay on the ground, places to sit and rest at the same time. Other people joined me. We talked about stars. Jesus asked if I’d seen his; it was particularly bright the night he was born.

**********

As we encounter others who may be searching for meaning or purpose, our stories may give them hope and direction. For that reason, it is important that we can articulate our stories, so that they might be shared with others for encouragement. I challenge you all to reflect prayerfully upon all that God has done for you, so that if the occasion ever arises, you will be able to share your faith story with another Child of God in need.

Blessings, Pastor Mark



Congregation Votes


	We have started a new chapter in the life of Trinity United Church of Christ by extending a call to Reverend Elisabeth Baer with a unanimous vote on Candidate Sunday, November 17. Praise God!

       The weekend started with 49 attending one of the four meet Pastor Elisabeth gatherings. We learned about her during a game of "Two Truths and a Falsehood".  We learned she once built a sailboat called a Spindrift, she traveled to work by streetcar to work in a flower shop, she keeps her Christmas tree up year-round, and her great-grandmother's name was Indiana McQueen.  However, she does NOT love to bake bread, cook chicken cacciatore, and is NOT allergic to tree nuts.  

        We will have to wait until the beginning of March to learn more about Pastor Elisabeth.  Following UCC guidelines, Pastor Elisabeth will start 90 days after resigning from the church she currently serves.  



Letter from Pastor Elisabeth

Dear Members of Trinity UCC,

I send my heartfelt gratitude to each of you for the warm welcome I received during my “Candidate Weekend.” I hold fond memories of our “Meet & Greets” and the opportunity to get acquainted with you. Throughout the entire weekend, I felt and appreciated your kind welcome.
	Upon arriving at the Fairfield Inn on Friday afternoon, I was surprised with a cute flower bouquet & treat bag awaiting me at the front desk. That night, the first of our four Meet & Greets began. The evening ended at the home of Phil and Lisa Schmidt who graciously hosted the search team for dinner.  
	Throughout the whole search process, Trinity’s Search Team—led by Susan McGovren—made the search process grace-filled, informative, and welcoming. Mark Blackgrave’s time and attention to the call agreement brought skillful care to details.
	The following touches contributed to a very special weekend: the lovely setting created in the Foyer, including batches of nourishing snack mix made by Treva Heise.  The beautiful flower arrangement set on the altar in my honor (another lovely surprise!) 
Finally, during Sunday morning worship I witnessed a Spirit-filled community where the Presence of God could be felt!  With much prayerful anticipation, I look forward to sharing God’s ministry with you.  I feel blessed to be called as your pastor.

In Christ’s Love,
~Pastor Elisabeth
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Corrine Clark	Legacy Living, 1850 IN-56, Rm. #202 	(812-482-3482)
				 Jasper, IN 47546         
	
Sherry Malone		 660 Rumbach Ave. Apt. #322			       	       (812-582-2721)
				 Jasper, IN   47546     	        

Claire Rohleder 		Legacy Living, 1850 IN-56, Rm. #137			       (812-482-3185)
				Jasper, IN 47546         

Linda Troxler 			Legacy Living, 1850 W State Rd 56, Rm. # 237		       (812-556-3196)				Jasper, IN 47546  

Janice Sunderman 		Legacy Living, 1850 W State Rd 56, Rm.  #134	                   (812-559-0560)
				Jasper, IN 47546	

Shirlene Dreher		376 St. Charles Street					       (812-634-1699)
				Jasper, IN 47546
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              Pray without ceasing…



· Pray for ALL in need of healing; may God grant them strength and patience.

· Pray for those impacted by the devastations from wind, fire & water.

· Pray for those families and communities where the young and elderly have been killed by senseless violence in various places in our country, including children in schools, those getting groceries, and those attending worship.

· Pray for our military, first responders and those in law enforcement. 

· Those confined to their homes and/or receiving ongoing medical treatment. 

· Families grieving the loss of loved ones, family members and friends.

· Those who struggle financially and emotionally because they do not have enough of basic human needs, especially those in this community.

· Those who are awaiting answers that can change their lives.


If you or someone you know is in need of prayers, please let Taylor know in the church office via email or phone call.
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Adopt-A-Family: We continue to help our Adopt-A-Family each month. Keep up the “change jar” giving and the prayers. Both make a difference!!  The family appreciates everything we’ve done to help. Peace and Blessings!      Collected year-to-date: $1,545.25


ADOPT-A-FAMILY ACCOUNT
				Carry-over from 2023		$849.00
				Donations year-to-date	$1065.25
				Monthly gifts*		                ($1417.01)
				Balance as of 11-15-24		    $497.24

				*Monthly gifts have been food cards 
				and help with utilities.  The family is 
				very appreciative of our help.
		
				*Also, thank you to an anonymous donor
				who has supplied funds to pay for 4 months 
				rent and car insurance for this family.


Food Bank

The community food bank donations to date for November were 8 bars of soap and 18 dish soaps. As always, thank you for your generous donations.
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                   December item: Broth & Canned Soup


December Mission – Gifts to the Christ Child 


December Mission: You have the opportunity to share your blessings with 2 families this Christmas through our Gift TO THE CHRIST CHILD project!

Family A is our current “Adopt-A-Family”, a mom, dad and their 5 children. These gifts will end our aid to them, but please continue to include them in your prayers. 

Family B is a mom and her 4 children, 2 high school and 2 in elementary. Mom is finding it tough to make ends meet. These gifts are just the beginning of our aid to them, as they will become our 2025 Adopt-A-Family. There will be more about them in a future Newsletter. 

	On the table in the Foyer you will find lists of each family member’s wishes.  If you want to purchase a gift, put your name beside that item.  Once you have bought the gift, label who it is for (a description of the recipient, such as Family A, Boy age 7) on the tag.  This is VERY important to those sorting the packages!!!  Also, if a gift consists of several parts, please place it in one box or bag, as we try to offer the same number of presents to each child in a family.  Please remember…...one line=one package.  

Place the wrapped and tagged gift on the table to be delivered.  Please have them here by the end of church on Sunday, December 22nd.  There are also baskets for gift cards for the families—any kind—any amount.  Label them Family A or Family B.  There is no need to sign up for these.

Alternate ways to contribute:
(1)  Call Jan at 812-630-7518 to sign up for a gift.  She will be keeping an updated list and can tell you what items are still needed.  Also, call her with any questions you may have.
(2)  Give a monetary donation labeled Gift to the Christ Child and the Outreach team will purchase a gift or gift card for you.

You always give lovingly and generously to this project.  Thank you!!

                                                     				         ~ Christmas Blessings, Outreach Team


[image: Re: Merry Christmas to ya all - Answer HQ]





Dear Trinity Church Family, 
	I wish you and yours a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! Thank you for continuing to make my job so enjoyable! Cheers to another great year ahead!
						         		Taylor Popp
		        			 Trinity Church Secretary
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Trinity Walking Group


	Trinity UCC is available for congregants wishing to walk for exercise. The church will be available during the day, Monday through Friday, unless there is a scheduled conflict. Participants may check in at the office during regular hours to receive the code allowing door access. 

	Participants may invite friends to walk, but the code should not be shared. The suggested walking path would be a circle through the back hallway, the parish hall, and the foyer. If a more strenuous walk is desired, the upstairs hallway could be utilized. When finished walking. Please be sure to turn off any lights that have been turned on unless others are still walking.
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Dear friends of Trinity Church of Christ, 

	Disasters often strike without warning, but thanks to your generous contribution, Church World Service will be better prepared to provide emergency assistance when and where it is needed. 

	Your support and your foresight mean that we can quickly and effectively get supplies into the hands of the people who need them after crisis. Your gifts included the CWS Hygiene Kits and help to provide long-term recovery assistance as well as assist communities to rebuild and to mitigate future disasters. 

	Rebuilding from a disaster is tough, but we have repeatedly witnessed the resilience and strength of the women, men and children who rise in the wake of an emergency. I am so moved by your generosity as you join us in standing with them and providing hope. Thank you.
			
			May God bless you, 
			Rick Santos 
			President and CEO of Church World Service 

To stay in informed on how you’re helping people in need, at home and around the world, visit cwsglobal.org and follow us on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter.
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Dear Friends at Trinity UCC, 

	Update! 

	We the board of Sharing America’s Resources Abroad would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your generous support of the work we are doing in Ukraine. We have heard from our executive director in Hungary that he is making several trips a week taking supplies and food to the refugees at the border and beyond. 

	We have much work to do now, and in the future. We could not do this mission without faithful supporters like you. Thank you so very much. In the words of our founder, Revd. Stephen T. Szilagyi, “To God Be The Glory”.

	As of last week, the home now has over 120 children in residence. 

			Blessings of Joy, Marty Siegel
2024 Trinity Women’s Fellowship 
Motto: Let us not tire of doing good; for if we do not give up, the time will come when we will reap the harvest. - Galatians 6:9 
The purpose of this group is to unite the women of Trinity in Christian fellowship. We seek to support the congregation and the community through donations, service projects, and funeral meals. We thank all who have contributed in so many ways. 
Fellowship will be at 10:15am on the second Sunday of each month in the Chapel Room, unless noted otherwise. 

December 7, 2024 8:00am - 12:00pm - O’Tannenbaum Days Cookie Walk. Plan on bringing your homemade cookies and candies. This is the only fundraiser for the women’s group.
January 12, 2025 - A representative from Dove Recovery House will be giving us an update on their program. Please consider donating some of the following items for their use: dish soap, sponges, Magic Erasers, laundry detergent, all-purpose cleaner, Clorox wipes, large and small trash bags, toilet paper, paper towels, and razors. (A complete wish list and ways to volunteer are on the Women’s Fellowship bulletin board).
February 9, 2025 - Join us after the worship service for coffee, donuts, muffins and other breakfast treats.
March 7, 2025 - World Day of Prayer at Precious Blood Catholic Church
March 9, 2025 - To be announced. Watch for more information in the newsletter and bulletin.
The following members are assigned as the “contact” person for the month to reach out to shut-in’s through a visit, card and/or phone call. Please consider also serving in this important ministry. 

										April - Judy Hubster	
		December - Volunteer Needed				May - Sylvia Adams
		January - Visits and Contacts on your own		June - Heather Goodhue
		February - Heather Goodhue				July - Susan McGovren
		March - Mary Ann Schroeder				August - Volunteer Needed
										September - Jan Kalb


(Officers: Heather Goodhue, Judy Hubster, Susan McGovren, Jan Kalb, & Sylvia Adams)
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The new 2025 Time and Talent Sheet is completed and is attached with this Newsletter! If you have any questions or concerns after reviewing, please contact Taylor in the church office. The new Bible Reader & Usher schedules will be sent out the first week in December. 

Note: If you did not turn in a new Time and Talent sheet for 2025, you have been removed and will not be listed under any categories for 2025.
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	2025 Offering Envelopes

Sunday, December 1st, 2024, you may pick up your offering envelope box from the credenza in the foyer. If you have not received envelopes in the past and would like to have them for 2025, please contact Taylor in the church office.

	Note: Please review the list of outreach opportunities that are listed on a card in the 	front of your envelope box.  Thank you!


Giving happens in many ways: offering envelopes, cash, and direct withdraws sent to the church office.  In an effort to be better stewards of our resources, those who have not used offering envelopes since 2021 will not be issued 2025 envelopes.  However, if your giving pattern changes and you would like envelopes, simply call the office & let Taylor know.


THANK YOU to all who have provided Special Music this year!

The Choir will "Gather and Sing" on December 1st at 8:30am to sing at the 9:00am service, December 15th and on December 24th at 8:15pm to sing on Christmas Eve at 9:00pm. Thank you!
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]
     		November Council Highlights




	November Council Decisions:

	-	Approval was given for:

	

-	Motion made to remove names from Membership Rolls based on 
      Member Request.  Motion by Meghan Premuda, Seconded by Pamela Catt.  
      Unanimous approval.








The next Council Meeting will be held on December 9th at 7:00pm.

REPORT FROM THE FINANCE SECRETARY AND TREASURER
A look at our contributions for recent months
August - $7558
September - $17,618
October - $13,600

Please consider – as of November 14
Giving to date 2024 -  $136.290   (Budget is $167,766)



					      Worship Attendance					
[image: ]		November 3rd – 63
		November 10th – 49
		November 17th – 79
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2024 Christmas Poinsettias





In Memory of…

Rod & Jan Kalb – memory of their parents 

Mary Ann Schroeder – memory of Bob Schroeder

Donna Mattingly & Family – memory of Hugh Mattingly

Suellen Seng and Doug Bawel – memory of Mary & Hillary Seng, Edna & 
					       Fred Bawel, and Evelyn & Carl Witte

John & Susan McGovren – memory of Joe & Roberta McGovren and 						        Ervin & Martha Scott

Connie Schmitt – memory of Alene Frank

The Goodhue Family – memory of Dave Hubster and Johnny & Ilene Goodhue 

John & Linda Kahle – memory of Pam Freese



In Celebration of…

Rod & Jan Kalb – celebration of their family & friends

Mary Ann Weisheit – celebrating her family 

John & Janis Schnarr – celebrating their family & friends of Trinity UCC

Suellen Seng & Doug Bawel – celebrating Mary Ann & Ray Bawel

John & Susan McGovren – celebrating Reagan, Ruby, & Nora
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Annual Reports are due no later than Monday, January 6th, 2025!

You can send them earlier!

Reports are needed from the following:  
Council Co-President & Council Decisions (Pamela Catt)			
Council Co-President & Council Decisions (Greg Schnarr)			
Secretary (David Hubster)					Parish Life (Doreen Lechner)
Treasurer (Meghan Premuda)				Outreach Team (Jan Kalb)
Financial Secretary (John Schnarr) 				Music Ministry (Sarah Sergesketter)
Christian Education Team (Meghan Premuda)		Memorial Team (John Schnarr)
God’s Home Improvement (Kurt Vonderheide)		Property Team (David Peters)
Women’s Guild (Heather Goodhue & Judy Hubster)	Worship Team (Mark Blackgrave)
Stewardship Team (John Schnarr)		
Pastor’s Ponderings & Pastoral Relations (Pastor Mark McDaniel)	

Reports should highlight your ministry in 2024 and give a sneak preview 
of the ministry joys and challenges coming our way in 2025.

[image: FINAN1]
Financial Reports: Submit them as soon as you have reconciled with the bank.
Financial Secretary & Memorial Financial Report (John Schnarr)
        Treasurer (Susan McGovren)	           Women’s Guild (Sylvia Adams)

Thanks for your cooperation in preparing & submitting your reports in a timely manner.

2024 Year-end Contributions – thank you for your gifts!

· We need ALL monies into the church office by Thursday, December 26th.

· ALL 2024 bills need to be in the church office no later than Thursday, December 26th. 
Any monies or bills received after this deadline will go into the 2025 report.

The Annual Report will be reviewed & approved at the Annual Meeting on February 23rd, 2025. The meeting will begin after the 9:00 AM service.
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December 1st – 
Bible Reader: Melissa Blackgrave					Organist: Sarah Sergesketter
Time with Young Disciples: Pastor Mark McDaniel 		Special Music: Gather & Sing Choir
Media Producer: Nichole Lechner					Media: John Kahle 
Usher & Lock-up: Kurt Vonderheide 				
Communion Prep: The Roth Family

December 8th – 
Bible Reader: Kari Roth						Organist: Sarah Sergesketter 	
Time with Young Disciples: Heather Goodhue
Media Producer: Doreen Lechner					Media: Kurt Heise
Usher & Lock-up: The Roth Family

December 15th – 
Bible Reader: Sabrina Peters					Organist: Sarah Sergesketter 	
Time with Young Disciples: Pastor Mark McDaniel 		Special Music: Gather & Sing Choir
Media Producer: Kurt Vonderheide 				Media: Nichole Lechner
Usher & Lock-up: Pamela Catt

December 22nd – 
Bible Reader: Doreen Lechner					Organist: Sarah Sergesketter
Time with Young Disciples: Heather Goodhue
Media Producer: Nichole Lechner					Media: Kurt Heise 
Ushers & Lock-up: Ellen & Dean Vonderheide 

December 24th – 
Bible Reader: David Hubster 					Organist: Sarah Sergesketter
Time with Young Disciples: Pastor Mark	McDaniel		Special Music: Gather & Sing Choir
Media Producer: Mark Blackgrave				Media: Mark Blackgrave
Ushers & Lock-up: Judy Hubster 				           
Communion Prep: John & Janis Schnarr

December 29th –  
Bible Reader: Shelley Patterson					Organist: Sarah Sergesketter	 
Time with Young Disciples: Heather Goodhue
Media Producer: Doreen Lechner					Media: Adam Roth
Ushers & Lock-up: John & Janis Schnarr
December Birthdays



Name 	               	  Date

[image: ]

	Jeremy
	Lindauer
	2

	Kathy
	Danford
	11

	Catherine
	Fullington
	11

	Rod
	Kalb
	11

	Rylee Ann
	Blackgrave
	12

	Oskar 
	Grant
	13

	Mary Ann
	Bawel
	14

	Dana
	Schnarr
	15

	Karsen
	Roth
	15

	Kaiden
	Roth
	16

	Catherine
	Bressette
	18

	Brandon
	Jahn
	22

	Cameron
	Rumbach
	24

	Judy
	Thom
	25

	Susan
	Neukam
	25

	(Carol) Jane
	Neukam
	26

	Ian
	Grant
	29

	Rhonda
	Scherer
	30

	Heath
	Astrike
	31
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December Anniversaries


Names			        	     Date	     	    Years

John & Linda Kahle	12/15/1984		40
Brian & Sandra Ferrell 	12/18/1992		32
John & Ruth Coller	12/23/1989		35
Ian & Anna Grant	12/31/2018		 6


If your name is not listed on this page and you would like it to be, please let Taylor know in the church office so she can get you added!
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